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AFFIDAVIT

The undersigned Affiant, being first duly sworn, deposes and says:

_Distinguished Members of Congress, my name is Dr. Lester Friedlander and I am a
former USDA Veterinarian. I am refuting the testimony of Dr. Bonnie Beaver, DVM,
that the captive bolt is a humane procedure of euthanasia for horses. The captive bolt
does not meet the humane method of slaughter, as described in the 1958 “Humane
Slaughter Act.” Head restraints are not used in the slaughter of horses and therefore do
not comply with the Statue. The captive bolt is used in cattle, due to the fact the cow’s
brain is more anterior than the horses’s brain and the penetration of the bolt is more
effective. Horses are not, and can not be restrained, during horse slaughter. I have seen
several video tapes of horse slaughter where the horses have to be struck with the captive
bolt several times. No head restraints were used; to do so would cause these flight
animals to break their necks. During these multiple times of striking the horses head with
the captive bolt, the horses are in pain and suffering. It is important to know that the
captive bolt does not kill the horse, nor was it ever intended to. The horse must be
exsanguinated to be suitable for human consumption. As the captive bolt is not a proper
instrument for the slaughter of equids, and these animals regain consciousness thirty
seconds after being struck, they are fully aware they are being vivisected. Ergo, the use of
the captive bolt for equids is a violation of the Humane Slaughter Act of 1958. I ask you
to support HR 503 and S. 311 in the best interest of horses.
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Lester Friedlander, DVM
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