
 

Policy Positions: Federal 

Committed to the well-being and humane treatment of horses, and the viability of the equine industry  

 Support: 

 

The Humane and Optimal Restoration and Sustainability of Horses (H.O.R.S.E.) Act 

 

Oppose: 

 

H.R. 503 & S. 727 – Prevention of Cruelty to Equines 

 Eliminates all market for unwanted, unusable, or unsupportable horses. Since closing of the 

U.S. plants in 2007, the only market left for lower-end horses are for those that are big 

enough, healthy enough, and close enough to a border to be worth the trucking to Canada or 

Mexico. This bill would shut off this last available outlet. All U.S. horses bound for processing 

go only to E.U. inspected plants where the entire process is regulated and humane. Please 

see EU Reports for documentation of this fact.  

 Because there is no lower limit to the existing market, the value of all horses, 98% of which 

would never be processed, has plummeted by 30% to 80% nationwide.  

 Just when homes and jobs are being lost, turns what used to be a valuable asset that could 

be sold for value, into a very, expensive liability with zero disposal options. 

 If it can be legally established that the act of humanely processing a horse in a regulated 

facility is in and of itself an act of cruelty, then there is no difference between that and legally 

establishing that dairy cows can no longer be salvaged as beef animals, or that lambs can 

only be used for wool 

 Is an effort driven by animal rights radical groups that seek to end animal agriculture 

 Offers no solution in regards to what to do about the proliferation of starving, abandoned 

horses that has occurred since U.S. plants were closed through state action. 

 Destroys the private property rights of livestock owners. Making it a felony for a horse owner 

to access the value of their unusable horse is exactly like telling a rental car company that it 

is a felony for them to sell a car that has too many miles, or mechanical problems.  

 If passed, would be the first time that citizens are prevented from eating any animal for 

purely social and political reasons. A cultural attitude that all citizens do not share. Many 

have, do, and would enjoy horse meat for the nutritious and delicious meat that it is.  

 Would make it a felony for U.S. citizens to consume or market an animal that has been used 

for many purposes, including food, since the dawn of time—and which the rest of the world 

considers an ordinary food animal.  

 



 

 Oppose: 

 

H.R. 1018 – amending the Wild Horse and Burro Act 

 H.R. 1018 seeks to establish single species sanctuaries for an invasive feral species at the 

cost of all native wildlife—desert big horn sheep, pronghorn antelope, small mammals—and 

virtually guarantees rapid ecosystem destruction because unmanaged herds of horses, 

similar to feral hogs and other non-native species, have few predators, and double in 

population every four years.  

 BLM believes they have about 35,000 horses on federal lands. Google Earth photo counts 

indicate well over 100,000. Incidents such as the Trail Springs Disaster in Nevada validate 

this—BLM thought they had 377 head in a Horse Management Area, and when they gathered 

the area after losing more than 100 head around an insufficient water tank, they gathered 

almost 1,100 horses, and lost another 70 head because they were too weak to live through 

transport.  

 GAO substantiates the inaccurate counting methodology—Government Accounting Office—

Bureau of Land Management: Effective Long-Term Options Needed to Manage Unadoptable 

Wild Horses—Oct. 9, 2009. 

 BLM currently has 30,000 horses held in captivity in feedlots, corrals, and holding facilities at 

a cost of $40 million per year. At current rates of removal, which are horrifically insufficient 

to maintain environmental viability that cost will increase to $80 million by 2012. 

 No jurisdiction can afford to allow any species to reproduce to the point that they are 

destroying their environment, dying, and starving—not feral dogs and cats, hogs, deer, elk, 

bears, or wolves. Horses are no different, and when necessary, excess horses should be 

removed and humanely euthanized. 

 It is the position of the United Organizations of the Horse that euthanasia in a processing 

plant under regulated conditions is a humane way to limit numbers, and that feral wild horses 

are therefore a renewable resource furnishing high-quality meat which could be used by the 

disadvantaged. 

 Completely eliminates the concept of multiple-use on federal lands. 

 Not a single sponsor of this misguided legislation has any wild horse or burro in their 

district—no one votes for them who experiences the economic and social impact of not 

controlling the population of animals to match the resource base. 
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